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Frontispiece: Lounge of Perylon Hall, designed by Miriam Miner 
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The gowns by MILGRIM. .. The room by P-E-D-A-C, New York. 


EXPRESSED AND REFLECTED 


Here a wall of mirrored panels contributes 
sparkling personality to the bedroom—elevates 
it to a new sphere of charm and distinction. 

Every engaging color of the decorative 
theme is effectively repeated. Far corners are 
brightened with reflected light. And a subtle 
inference of greater depth and spaciousness 
is brought to a room of modest size. 

Such effects in countless intriguing designs 
can be obtained only when mirrors are made 
from highly polished plate glass. 


L-O-F Polished Plate Glass is notable for 
exceptional brilliance and freedom from im- 
perfections—provides clear sharp undistorted 
images. And the color range—clear, golden, 
three shades of blue, a peach and a green— 
offers a selection to blend enchantingly with 
any decorative theme. 

Your local Libbey-Owens:-Ford Distributor 
will gladly cooperate with you in any problem 
of design or application. Libbey: Owens: Ford 
Glass Company, Toledo, Ohio. 


oq LIBBEY*OWENS*FORD 
POLISHED PLATE GLASS 
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PERYLON HALL LOUNGE AT THE NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 
BUILT AROUND A CIRCULAR INNER WINDOW DRAMATIZED 
BY CLASSIC DRAPERY TREATMENT. RICH GREEN COLORINCS 
PREDOMINATE. DECORATED BY MRS. MIRIAM MINER WOLFF 
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LEISURE “Ir only the wholesalers would realize that 
TO PROFIT it ig actually during the more leisurely summer 
months that we decorators have the opportunity 
of discovering what is new in the market they 
would make more of an effort to bring this merchandise to our 
attention. Thus they would save us much time and trouble 
during the busy fall season.” 

This from a prominent New York decorator, presents a 
thought too lightly received by the wholesale trade in general. 
The average decorator in the midst of planning and servicing 
the client, must forage in quest of definite things in immediate 
demand, with no opportunity to look to the left or to the right. 

It is for the smart merchandiser in times of slack sales to 
convert his showroom into an attractive laboratory which the 
decorator feels it highly profitable to visit and concoct ideas 
for the future. 

Naturally this works both ways. The decorator who wisely 
makes use of leisure time will find himself amply rewarded 
by keeping in touch with the various decorative sources. A dis- 
covery in the summer may well save a headache in the fall. 

The World’s Fair is an added incentive to both the 
decorator and the wholesaler to keep in close contact. The 
visiting client must not find the decorator unable to tempt 
them with new and attractive merchandise. 

This summer we must dismiss the defeatist attitude and go 


after the business, that on the surface, is not there. 


THE Eprror. 














“Textiles” an innovation in ab- 
stract sculpture in steel conceived 
by Robert Foster. 


DECORATIVE DRAMA 
AT WORLD'S FAIR 
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Six foot U. S. seal de- 
signed in glass by Sid- 
ney Waugh with con- 
cealed lighting in metal 
frame hanging in recep- 
tion room of Federal 
Building decorated by 
Walter Dorwin Teague. 


Daa. A, through odd forms, large scale, and unusual features, provides 
the principal decorative effects in the great spectacle organized by 
Grover Whalen. The first impression is that it is a mammoth show 
for the engineer and industrialist. Closer inspection, however, reveals 
high points of unusual decorative interest. Large colorful murals 
boldly conceived, striking sculptural groups, lovely vistas, and lounges, 


uniquely decorated form the decorative drama that excites and arrests. 
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DRAMA IN FEDERAL BUILDING 


Right, State Dining 
room in American pine, 
off-white walls, pale 
yellow ceiling, chairs 
upholstered im _  ver- 
milion leather. Below, 
magnificent reception 
room in white, gold 
and crimson, 48 x 110 
ft. with hand sculp- 
tured rugs. Note fam- 
ous Borglum head of 
Lincoln in the _ back- 
ground. Decorations 
and furnishings design- 
ed by Walter Dorwin 
Teague. 











Marquetry panel “The Brotherhood of Man” by Amiee Gorham in 
State Dining room. Head of Washington by J. E. Frazer in State 
Reception Room. 











In that section devoted to industry 
and transportation the industrial de- 
signer has been given a free reign. 
The work of Walter Dorwin Teague, 
Henry Dreyfuss and others carries 
forward industrial design as inter- 
preted in new materials and methods. 

It is in the lounges of many of these 
buildings that the finest contemporary 
decoration is to be seen. Woods in new 
finishes and the use of plastics and 
fluorescent lighting open new avenues 
of thought in interior treatments. 

In the International Section, the 
imposing modern classic Federal Hall 
dominates Constitution Mall. Designed 
by Walter Dorwin Teague, this 
structure contains contributions from 
every state and territory. Aside from 
its decorative design its very scale is 
extremely dramatic. 

The exhibits in many of the foreign 
buildings are splendid and some of 
them will be treated in future issues 
of INTERIOR DECORATOR. 

Drama is again a consistent feature 
in the various reception halls such as 
Perylon Hall, National Advisory 
Council Building and the Terrace 
Club, designed under the supervision 
of Miriam Miner Wolff. 

As to the Town of Tomorrow, the 
conception was indeed ambitious, but 
its execution suffers from last minute 
planning and too close commercial 
control. With few exceptions, it is no 
criterion of the accomplishments of 
the decorative profession, due to the 


imposition of limitations. Among the 
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Circular modern baroque lounge of Perylon Hall in dark green and eggshell. 
Overscale sofas flanked by marble and metal pedestals. Upholstered chairs covered 
in hand-blocked linen. Decorated by Mrs. Miriam Miner Wolff. 


An unusual over-sized chair 

upholstered in dapple gray 

horse hide. This chair 1s 

part of the furnishings in 

the office of Grover Whalen 
in Perylon Hall. 


Opposite page, top, Rocket- 
ship, American eagle, and 
Faw motifs designed into 
a wall paper by Scott 
Williams for Richard E. 
Thibaut by permission of 
the World’s Fair, Inc. Used 
in Federal Bldg. 


Opposite page, below, one 
of a pair of large cabinets 
specially designed for the 
State Dining Room in Fed- 
eral Hall. Laurel leaf deco- 
ration is in gold. 
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Lounge of National Advisory Committee Bldg. decorated by Mrs. 

Miriam Miner Ilolff in blue and white. Over-size frame against 

mirrored wall encases 150 year o!ld embroidered portrait of 
Hashington. 


houses with unusual features is the Motor Home which cleverly in- 
corporates the garage on the street side, and House of Vistas, in one 
room of which glass fabrics have been used entirely, the Small House 
of Brick, whose furnishings were made by the blind, and the Celotex 
House demonstrating interesting applications of Celotex. Some of the 
smaller, more simply planned structures prove the possibility of good 


design at small expense. 
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Above, Semi-circular lounge in exclusive Terrace Club, designed by Mrs. 
Miriam Miner IV olff. 


Below, R. C. A. lounge designed by Skidmore & Owings, John Moss Asso- 

ciate. Vista of large windows repeated in mirrored wall opposite. Maple 

furniture upholstered in terra cotta and chrome yellow and walls and 
carpet im gray. 
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Executive lounge and dining room in the Ford Bldg. designed by Walter 

Dorwin Teague. Executive lounge has moss green carpet pickled oak 

furniture with copper, green and beige leather upholstery. Right wall 
paneled in rawhide. 


The dining room below has rawhide covered table, wainscoting, and 
leather chairs. Antiqued mirror mural by Max Ingrand of Paris. Un- 
framed plate glass doors open upon balcony. Note unusual lighting fixture. 
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HIGHLIGHTS IN TOWN OF TOMORROW 


Two rooms in House of Vistas by Jan Ruthenburg of John Wanamaker. 
The library, in brown, light walnut and beige, equipped with unit furniture 


and day-bed having wide rubber bands instead of springs. Room may be 


closed off with accordion-like door. The master bedroom below, with 
dark walnut furniture, has glass fabrics for the curtains, draperies, bed- 
spread, upholstery and lampshade materials. 
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Above, Celotex House decorated by WW. & J. Sloane. The furnishings of 
this bedroom have been cleverly adapted to harmonise with the Celotex 
walls and ceilings. 


Opposite page, Motor Home by Adams & Prentice, architects, street front 

with garage and main — as one. Decorated by Virginia Conner for 

John Wanamaker, the two pictures show a Neo Classic living room and 
Georgian study. 


Below, Living room in House of Sheltered Workshops by Hortense Reit, 

interior decorator, Paul Bry, designer of furniture. Fabrics and rugs all 

made by the blind. The color scheme in living room ts fresh green, 
yellow and orange. 
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The drama of the World’s Fair 
reaches its climax at night when 
the newest developments in light- 
ing turn the exhibit into a fairy- 
land. It is at this Fair that the 
newest type of illumination, the 
fluorescent lamp, is first being 
widely used. Both interior and 
exterior application of the fluor- 
escent lamp opens up wide fields 
of decorative interest. Naturally, 
it does not fall within the prov- 
inee of the interior decorator to 
attain such theatrical displays in 
their regular work, but it is from 
such displays that the inspira- 
tion for highly developed inte- 
rior lighting effects come. Spot, 
flood, and indirect lighting as 
regulated by the Fair technicians 
indeed opens a wide field of re- 


search for the interior decorator. 
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THE WORLD OF STEEL 


A small section of a large mural in oils by Clara Fargo Thomas in the U. S. 
Steel Bldg. Painted on ebony with the original grain showing through, it 
portrays men at work manufacturing steel and the markets to which it ts 
distributed. This mural, which is semi-circular, is 86 feet in length and 11 
feet in height, and forms the principal decorative theme in the private lounge 
of the U. S. Steel Bldg. 
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SIGHTSEEING 


AMERICAN MUSEUM OF 

URAL HISTORY 
tion of primitive and native arts from 
Africa, Central and South America, 
Asia, Alaska, and the South Seas. In- 
cludes seulpture, carvings, textiles, ete. 


NAT- 


Special exhibi- 





BROOKLYN MUSEUM—Art collee- 

tions showing cultural history of 
America, the Orient, Europe and Af- 
Special exhibition, 


rica. “Popular 


American Art.” 


COOPER UNION MUSEUM FOR 

THE ARTS OF DECORATION— 
Decorative art objects, furniture, tex- 
tiles, ceramics, metalwork, drawing’s 
and designs for architecture and deco- 
ration. Special exhibition of wall pa- 
per design and production. Closed 


Sundays. 


DECORATORS CLUB—June 15 to 
Sept. 15—Color show displaying 8 





rooms, decorated by members of the 
elub, in which paint has been used for 
background. During June only, ex- 
hibition of photographs of rooms be- 
fore decoration accompanied by water 
color renderings for proposed decora- 
tion by club members. Closed Sundays. 


FRICK COLLECTION—Period fur- 
niture, porcelains, paintings of 6 


centuries. Closed Mondays. 


GROSFELD HOUSE—60 completely 

furnished rooms, in various styles, 
planned by several well-known deco- 
rators. Closed Sundays. 


METROPOLITAN 

ART— American 
interiors and decorative arts from 
XVII to XIX Century. Cultural de- 
velopment from ancient times to pres- 


MUSEUM 


wing 


OF 


displaying 
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SUGGESTIONS 





ent shown in permanent exhibitions. 
Special presentation of paintings illus- 
trating 300 years of life in America 
and work of artists of today. 


MUSEUM OF THE CITY OF N. Y. 
—Furniture, interiors, paintings and 
prints pertaining to N. Y. life. Spe- 
cial Currier & 
Closed Tuesdays. 


exhibition of Ives 


prints. 


MUSEUM OF MODERN ART—Spe- 

cial display “Art in Our Times” 
covering paintings, sculpture, ceramics 
and furniture. 


NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCI- 
ETY—Ameriean silver, glass, folk 

arts and paintings 

prints. Closed Mondays. 


historical and 


PEDAC—Displays of many outstand- 
ing firms supplying the decorative 
and architectural fields as well as com- 
pletely furnished homes. Special at- 
tractions—Redecoration of House 
Beautiful Ivory Washable House, Co- 
lonial Williamsburg Show presenting 
photographs of Williamsburg, talking 
rooms featuring carpets, Royal Crest- 
ed Glassware private dining 
tables of royalty and preview of sum- 
mer furnishings. Closed Sundays. 


from 


SPANISH MUSEUM (Hispanie So- 
ciety of America)—Spanish paint- 
ings, sculpture and ceramics. 


JOHN STUART, Ine.—24 settings in 
period and modern manner by out- 
standing decorators. 


designers and 


Closed Sundays. 


THE CLOISTERS—Medieval art and 
architecture, ineluding 


paintings, and tapestries. 


sculpture, 





Louis XV study in modern setting by Ramsay. The walls and carpet are in grays 
and the drapery gray satin lined with crimson velvet to match desk chair, Other 
upholstery white silk rep and lemon yellow leather. 


ANTIQUES IN MODERN PARIS STUDIES 


By Maud Trube Ferriere 


Hit is a difficult teat to successfully setting. Beeause of this decorators in 


adapt a period interior to a modern Paris, who specialize in antique fur- 
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Regency study, by Willy Remon, in which 
blue draperies are used for set-in bookcase. 
set off by brown carpet and Oriental rug. 


nishings, get together, once a year to 
show that, with care and discernment, 
it ean be done. 

It is wise to take into account the 
tastes of those clients who have a pen- 
chant for antiques, not just as indi- 
vidual pieces, but as a complete set- 
ting in which to live and move, yet, 


nevertheless, prefer modern quarters, 


with air conditioning and indirect 
lighting. 


The theme chosen for this year’s 
Exhibit is the study—that small, inti- 
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2 double antique oak doors, lined with 


Color scheme in harmony of blues 


mate room which is adapted, par ex- 
cellence, to the collection of curios, or 
the assembly of period pieces, which 
would not harmonize elsewhere in an 
otherwise modern interior. The rooms 
are sometimes framed in that beautiful 
carved oak wall panelling of the Re- 
geney and Louis XV periods,—the de- 
light of collectors the world over— 
which, in many eases, has been bleach- 
ed, so that the scrolls and arabesques 
show doubly to advantage. 

Willy Remon, President of the An- 

















tique Dealers’ Syndicate, has used a 
Regency panelling, consisting of four 
doors, which he has set into one end of 
his study and used as a book ease. The 
bleached oak is beautifully set off by 
the very simple pale blue walls, with 
plain, narrow moldings, and indirect 
lighting around the ceiling. 

A Louis XV study, by Grazia, has ¢ 
simple adaptation of period panelling, 
in carved oak, painted grey and white. 
A center panel has a recess lined with 


white leather, containing shelves hold- 


ing blue, eighteenth century, Chinese 
porcelains. Directly underneath, is a 
XV_ divan of 


upholstered in salmon pink leather. 


Louis carved oak, 
Lemon yellow broacaded velvet covers 
the bergeres near the desk and fire- 
place. 

Salva Bros. have used a high room 
in a modern house, with three tall 
arched windows, as a setting for a 
Spanish Renaissance study, with high 
backed Louis XV chairs. Crimson vel- 


vet draperies and (Turn to page 48) 


Study draped with tricolor striped silk to resemble a military tent by Jean Chelo. 
Furnished in Louis XVIII, a mingling of First Empire with Restoration, the color 
scheme is red, white and blue 
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Chinese ebony sideboard with Chinese proverbs incised on the center 
drawers. Note fish shaped drawer pulls. 
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THE STORY OF A DINING ROOM 
IN CHINA 


By G. W. Baehne 


ALTHOUGH guide-books, travelogues and returned world-travel- 
ers had prepared me for the conglomeration of strange sights, 
sounds and smells I envountered when first setting foot on Chinese 
soil, there is no gainsaying the fact that I was more than merely 
taken aback by the impact of a civilization that was already old 
when the hills of Athens and Rome were still grazing grounds for 
sheep. 

Strangely enough, however, the one impression that is still most 
vivid in my mind was my feeling of disillusion when upon entering 
the hotel I found myself in surroundings that, aside from the dress 
and faces of the servants, might just as well have been Lexington 
Avenue or The Strand. : 

This perplexity grew when in the weeks and months that fol- 


lowed I was invited to the houses and clubs of many foreign 





residents and, with few exceptions, discovered an apathy—nay 
obliviousness—towards the arts and crafts of their adopted coun- 
try that was nothing short of amazing. 

Surrounded by a wealth of interesting materials—choice woods, 
hand loomed rugs and brocades, brass, bronze, silver,—by crafts- 
men whose skill in fashioning beautiful things is the heritage of a 
dozen generations, and, last but not least, by a standard of living 
that keeps prices pathetically low, the one thought common to most 
foreigners living in China seems to be to keep their homes looking 
as nearly “Main Street” as possible. 

One reason for this I was soon to discover. There are no furni- 
ture shops in the American sense, carrying a complete assortment 
of merchandise. Everything is made to order and the English and 
American magazines are the bible and inspiration of the native 
dealer. The few stores that specialize in ostensibly authentic 


Chinese pieces for foreign consumption are guided not by what is 
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Chinese style but by what the owner thinks the “barbarian” will 
consider Chinese. Deeply carved teakwood tables or camphorwood 
chests that are excellent dust catchers; screens plastered with semi- 
precious stones, overwhelming in their gaudiness; rugs with vivid 
eye-offending patterns—the Occident’s conception of what the 
Orient should be. Not a trace of the delicate Chinese symbolism that 
hints but never shouts. No wonder the discriminating foreigner 
turns with a shudder from this sort of trash. 

In this connection I am reminded of a story heard many years 
ago. It concerns an American couple who, while on a world cruise 
had stopped for a few days in China and from one of the waterfront 
dealers had acquired a screen, presumably antique, that they prompt- 
ly bought and that thereafter became the “piece de resistance” in 
their New York apartment. Carved on its front were a dozen or 
so Chinese characters of whose meaning the owners were blissfully 
ignorant. All went well for some years, the screen continuing to 
be a source of admiration and envy to their friends. 

One day, however, two men who had been in the consular service 
in China were shown their host’s trophies and when confronted by 
the screen burst out in uncontrollable laughter. Hard pressed to 
explain their merriment they finally confessed that the cause was 
those delicately carved characters. Freely translated this is what 
the inscription said: “Only a contemptuous fool of a foreign devil 
would buy a piece of junk like this.” 

Whether the story had its effect on me or whether I was too busy 
with more important matters I do not remember. In any ease it was 
not until many moons had passed and I had seen—in cultured Chin- 
ese homes—what true Chinese style was like, that I mustered suffi- 
cient courage to venture into the uncharted course of suiting Oriental 
style to my own ideas of taste and comfort. 

Once started there was no turning back. A “hong” of craftsmen 
was found who had specialized in ebony carving for 250 years. My 
erude sketches of a dining room turned into working drawings and 
soon the work began. I did not realize then that it would take the 
better part of two years, constant supervision and considerably more 
money than I anticipated, to complete it. 

I must say that my first visit to the makers’ workshops dampened 
my enthusiasm considerably. It seemed impossible that anything 


beautiful could emanate from such drab, dirty and (Turn to page 48) 
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Top left, one of 8 ebony armchairs, coffee table and copper screen. 

Top right, one of 4 side tables which may be grouped or used singly. 

Below, furniture as displayed at Decorators Club 5 ft. circular table, 

armchairs in gold damask, coromandel screen, and rug in gold and 
dark brown. 
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WORLD STYLES AT LEIPZIG 


By Francis A. Collins 


The diversified exhibits of the arts 
and crafts this year at the Leipzig 
Fair were predominantly designed for 
living in the modern manner, and this 
influence was especially noticable in 
the field of decorative furnishings. The 
new furniture employed very dark 
woods and fresh polished surfaces with 
striking uses of bright tones of leather 
and gleaming metals. The extremely 
light furniture of other years is ap- 


parently discarded. Jewel tones pre- 


dominate in upholstery and drapery 











fabrics and there is a marked trend 
towards the brighter hues in floor cov- 
erings and wall papers as well. 

The exhibits were especially rich in 
the decorative glass displayed in end- 
less variety, the new lighting fixtures 
and various decorative accessories 
being especially attractive. In hand- 
wrought silver and china there were 
likewise many striking designs. The 
woodearving, most of which was pro- 
duced by the peasant artists, showed 


great originality of conception. 


Left, bleached pine 

dresser with decorative 

wrought iron hinges 

and attractive display 
of ceramics. 


Opposite page, unique 
designs in wood carv- 
ing, mostly the work of 
peasant artists, shown 
at top. Crystal lamp 
with printed and pleat- 
ed voile shade and hand 
woven tapestry eagle 
design developed in 
natural colors, below. 




















ENTRE NOUS 


BY IMPERTINAX 


Vive la Corpse—One of the iirst 
sights we saw when (as a mere child) 
we toddled into New York twelve years 
ago was a certain furniture shop hav- 
ing a clearance sale preparatory to 
going out of business. In one place or 
another between Fifth and Madison, 
the 30’s and the 60’s the going-out-of- 
business continued for ten years. Some- 
times they were going out of business 
in as many as three places at once and 
under as many names. For two years 
the firm has remained in what we can 
only suppose was a state of suspended 
animation. Thus we rejoice to see the 
past day or so that it has gained a new 
lease of life and is about to begin 
going out of business again with re- 
newed vigor. Talk about your phoen- 


ixes. 


These Disarming Ladies—A dealer 
who supplies the trade told me recent- 
ly of a woman who entered his shop 
on a rainy day. Her appearance was 
such that he was fortifying himself 
against a request for alms when she 
asked if he had any Wedgwood. He 
trotted out all he had and she went 
over it carefully dividing it into two 
lots. In one she placed the pieces of 
which she already had duplicates. The 
other comprised the things in which she 
professed interest. When she had fin- 
ished she enquired what this latter 


group would cost her. The shopkeeper 
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named a price of $700. Opening a 
cheap imitation leather dispatch case 
she earried she disclosed the largest 
quantity of new bills the dealer had 
ever seen. She paid for her purchases 
and directed that they be sent to a cer- 
tain room at the Waldorf but declined 


to give her name. 


Captivating Customers?—C a ra- 
calla, Heliogabalus or some such im- 
perial misanthrope is supposed to have 
expressed the wish that the Roman 
people had but one head so that it 
might be severed by a single blow. 
Time and time again, no doubt, you 
girls must have had someone murmur 
“Oh it must be such fun decorating. 
You have the chance of meeting so 
many interesting people.” Nonsense: 
anyone whose work brings him in close 
touch with the general public knows 
that there’s no such thing as an inter- 
esting person and it should be the 
privilege of any one in the trade to 
soundly kick particularly difficult cus- 


tomers. 


Speaking of Interludes— One of the 
Fifty-Seventh St. girls with a leaning 
toward the better things in life enticed 
us into attending a musical with her 
not long ago. One of the performers 
was as self-possessed a job as we’ve 
seen in a long time. Like the other 


virtuosos she an- (Turn to page 48) 





Lhonp Peosents 


Ges; oi ae ZTE fs 


The new glamour fabrics made entirely 









of glass fibres, exquisitely woven into a 
variety of textures. Non-inflammable, in- 
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ggtructible, will not contract or expand. 











“2 J. H. Thorp & Co., Inc. 
Established 1819 


“UPHOLSTERY AND DRAPERY FABRICS 
TRIMMINGS * UPHOLSTERY LEATHERS 


250 Park Avenue at 47th Street 


New York 
Boston + Philadelphia» Chicago+Los Angeles 
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GLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS 


Our readers are invited to submit both architectural 


and decorative terms 


Pent House— A room or small suite of 
rooms built on the roof of another build- 
ing. 


Pent Roof— A _ root having only one 
slope. 

Pier—A_ pillar or 
any vertical support 
made up of small 
units of masonry, as 
distinct from a eol- 
umn, in Gothie archi- 
tecture. The system 
of pillars composed 
vf a core and multi- 
ple ribs are known 
as piers. A heavy 
sustaining wall be- 
tween windows and 
doors is also ealled 
a pier. 





Pilaster—F lat columns projecting from 
a wall one quarter to one sixth of its 
width, it may be structural or purely 
decorative in value. 
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Pillar—A vertical support composed of 
masonry. See pier. 


Plinth— The flat square block upon 
which a column or pedestal rests, also 
applies to the moulded base of a build- 
ing. Also the lowest member of the base 
of a column. 


Podum— A low projecting wall or a 
continuous pedestal. 


Poreh— A sheltered entrance to the door 
of a building, a semi-exposed vestibule. 
Sometimes called a veranda. 


Portico— A covered gallery or colon- 


nade exposed to the out of “doors with 
at least one side supported by columns. 
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for research and defining 


Proscenium— In modern theaters that 
portion of the stage between the drop 
curtain and the footlights. 


Proscenium Arch—The arch that 
covers the proscenium and usually the 
orchestra pit. 


Purlin— Horizontal timbers of a roof 
resting on the principal rafters and sup- 
porting the common rafters. See Rafter. 





Quadrangle— A _ figure 
angles. In architecture it often refers 
to an open square or rectangle sur- 
rounded by buldings. University halls 
are frequently built in this fashion. 


having four 


Quarter-round— A moulding the profile 
of which forms a quarter of a circle. See 
mouldings. 





Rabbet— A small, continuous recess in 
the edge of 
one piece to 
receive the 
edge of an- 
other, such 
as the re- 
cess for the 
edge of a 
door to close 
against or 
in which a 
window 
slides. 





Rafter— Roof Joists which support the 
roof. 


—Common The joists supported by 
the purlins upon which the roof boards 
are nailed. 


—Principal Larger Joists which sup- 
port the purlins, not always used in 
light construction. 





Roof 


show- 
ing: 1—Wall Plate, 2— 


construction 


Tiebeam, 3—King 
4—Pole Plate, 5—Prin- 
cipal Rafters, 6—Purlin, 
7—Common Rafters, 8— 
Struts, 9—Ridge Pole. 


Post, 
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF DECORATORS 
595 Madison Avenue, New York City 


President: William A. Kimbel Secretary: Mabel Schamberg 
Vice-President: Nancy V. McClelland Assistant Secretary: Elizabeth C. Potts 
Vice-President: Harold W. Grieve Treasurer: James W. Mulligan 
Vice-President: Gustav F. Weber Assistant Treasurer: Elizabeth C. Potts 


John R. Schwinzer, General Counsel 


Membership in the Institute is awarded only to those 
decorators who, by intent and training, can qualify under 
its exacting code. The seal of the Institute is recognized 
by the public as a symbol of fundamental training and ex- 
perience translated into protection of the public interest 


through adherence to strict principles of ethical practice. 
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First prize win- 
ner, by Alfonse 
Maranhas, in 
“Modern Amer- 
ican Country 
Style” competi- 
tion sponsored 
by Jas. Blau- 
velt, A. I. D., 
and Country 
Life. 


bed 


. 


ACTIVITIES IN BRIEF 


“Ts7RoUGH the Thirties”, a retrospec- 
tive rug show, was held at Frances 
Miller’s studios during the month of 
May. Mrs. Miller had on display fab- 
rics as well as rugs designed by her 
from 1930 to the present time, a few 
of which had never been exhibited be- 
fore. Her principal medium has been 
the hand-hooked rug through which 
she has created abstract designs in a 
traditional American technique. Among 
the exhibitions and museums that 
have featured her designs have been 
the Paris International Exposition, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 
Modern Museum Gallery, Washington, 
D. C. and now at the Golden Gate 
Exposition. 


In celebration of their 25th anniver- 
sary, and to furnish a bit of interest 
to World’s Fair visitors, Louis L. 
Allen, Ine., has arranged the 5 floors 
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of their building with their latest 
English imports. Worthy of particu- 
lar attention is the famous “Treaty 
Room” of Ye Olde Treaty House of 
Uxbridge, England. It was in Janu- 
ary 30, 1645, when negotiations be- 
tween the commissioners of Charles I 
and Cromwell commenced in this room 
which has been brought to this coun- 
try intact. 


Uwnpber new financial arrangements, 
the assignment of L. Jones & Co., Inc., 
has been set aside and this company 
will continue to operate a wholesale 
floor covering business as heretofore 
under the same management. Show- 
rooms are being moved from the store 
floor to the 4th floor of the same build- 
ing, 244 Madison Av., N. Y. 


THE custom-made wallpapers of D. 
D. Lorraine Yerkes are now being 
represented in the East by Charles R. 
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FINE UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE 





SOURCE FOR 





DECORATORS 


THE 


“THORNDIKE” 
One of the many original 
designs that have found 
favor with the trade. 





e New models being added constantly to our display provide decorators and 
Your 


dealers with greater opportunities for the sale of fine upholstered pieces. 
clients will delight in the possession of these fine examples of authentic period 


VL * ” 


corguan t 


FACTORY & SALESROOMS — 40-46 WEST 25th ST.. NEW YORK 


TRADITIONAL QUALITY FURNITURE—DISTINCTIVELY TAILORED 








D. LORRAINE YERKES, A. I. D. 
700 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 


FINE WALLPAPERS 


y es 


that she has closed her showroom at 515 Madison Avenue, New York City on 


May Ist and has appointed as Eastern Representative 


MR. CHAS. R. GRACIE 
686 Lexington Avenue, New York City 














and as West Coast Representative 


MRS. GEORGE F. KING 
814 So. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, Cal. 





Unusual custom-made wallpapers in your own special colorings. All three show- 


rooms are ready to serve you. 
* ° 4 


Papers exhibited at the Golden Gate International 
Exposition at San Francisco by special invitation. 
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% CHICAGO MARKET DISPLAY 


complete 


our new creations. 
MANUFACTURERS 


DESIGNERS and 


for 


MEYER: 
+ GUNTHER 


time 


510 E. 73rd ST. 
NEW YORK 
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Gracie, N. Y., and in the West by 
Mrs. Geo. F. King, Los Angeles. 


A WHOLESALE division of Sweden 
House, Ine., at Rockefeller Center, 
has been organized. They have been 
appointed as exclusive representatives 
of the Bing & Groendahl Porcelain 
Works of Copenhagen, Denmark. A 
display of these porcelains is now to 
be seen at P.E.D.A.C. 


Srx groupings of indoor and outdoor 
furniture, known as “A Diary of 
Summer Living” are being featured 
by the Design Group. This firm has 
recently issued a loose leaf illustrated 
booklet which may be had on request. 


Tue “Oxford Group” of furniture, 
manufactured by Landstrom and dis- 
tributed in New York by Vanleigh is 
being displayed in the dining room of 
the Ivory-Washable House in PEDAC, 


New Gadgets & Materials 


Gass fabrics manufactured by the 
Owens-Corning Fibreglass Co. are 
now being distributed solely by J. H. 
Thorp & Co. for the decorative trade. 
This fabric, which is 50 inches wide 
and 50 yards to the piece, is available 
in six Jaequard patterns and stripes, 
in clear erystal, off-white, beige, gray, 
(light and dark blue. The fabric, being 
‘made from glass, is fireproof, shrink 
or stretch proof and water proof. It 
|also possesses interesting translucent 


| . . 
| qualities. 





Experiments are now being carried 
/on to perfect upholstery material 
| which the manufacturers hope to offer 
very shortly. This material has al- 
‘ready been adapted for use as cur- 
| tains, draperies, luncheon clothes, 
lamp shades, and other decorative uses. 
_A complete exhibit showing the manu- 
facture of this glass fabrie and _ its 
| possible uses are to be seen at the 
| World’s Fair Glass House. 
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BETIONAL PIECES 
ANY WALL SPACE 


DINING ROOM iia 
DINING ALCOVE — 







FLEXIBLE MODED 
DESIGNED T0 “E 


LivING ROOM 


BED ROOM 
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See OTIS MODERN LIVING ROOM, DINING ROOM and BEDROOM FURNITURE 


CATALOGUE FACTORY AND SHOWROOM 
ON REQUEST PRODUCTS INCORPORATED 410 EAST 32 ST., NEW YORK 
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No. 509-A No. 508 No. 50%-S 
New Designs in Garden Furniture by MOLLA 
featuring 


A large collection of Wrought Iron Creations in 
Period and graceful Modern styles. 

Metallized RUST-PROOFING, a process guaranteed 
to protect wrought iron against corrosion. 

Smart new Metal Finishes, guaranteed chip proof. 
Dulux Colors available on request. 

Padded Feet to insure quiet and protect floors from 
scratches, 


Special order department for individual require- 
ments. 





Sue. 


410-416 East 32nd Street, New York, MUrray Hill 3-5874 


Write for New 1939 Catalogue 
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£ Mutman 


Two of the many pieces in- 
stalled in the Terrace Club, New 
York World's Fair, 1939. 





M. MITTMAN & CO., INC. 


316 East 53rd St., New York 
94 Portland Street 


Boston, Mass. 
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A wixnow what-not or Cape Cod 
glass shelves for plants, glassware, or 
other decorative objects is now offer- 
ed to the decorators by the Garden City 
Flora Products. These shelves rest 
upon a metal frame which readily 
hooks over the top of the bottom sash 
of the window. The metal frame may 


be had in either wrought iron, or 


finished in a satin cadmium with ery- 
stal clear or blue shelves. 


A New type of finish, particularly 
applicable for walls, other flat sur- 
faces and furniture, has been recently 
developed by Luckert Brothers. To 
create this Lubro-Finish a_ surface 
must be built on top of the orginal 
surface and then a high gloss or dull 
sheen is accomplished by a secret 
method of treatment. Plain surfaces 
or linear patterns are possible, in any 
desired coloring, which impart an in- 
teresting texture effect and exception- 
ally hard coating. If fire-resistent 
qualities are required, Formica or 
Micarta are recommended as a_ base 
for the finish. 


A NEW quilting machine has been 
built by Steiner Studio which makes 
it possible to order small quantities of 
different designs on the decorator’s 
own material and insures quicker de- 
liveries. 


New Firms & Removals 


Suowrooms of Clydon, featuring in- 
dividually styled plastic and metal 
door and cabinet hardware have been 
opened at 545 Fifth Av., N. Y. 


Tue showroom of Chas. H. Veit, 
manufacturer of upholstered furniture 
is now at 231 E. 47th St., N. Y. 


THE decorating studio of Mrs. Regi- 
nald H. Wood has removed to 456 
Washington Av., Albany, N. Y. 


Tue new address of Merit Studios, 
photo murals and photography, is 115 
W. 45th St., N. Y. 
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BEAD CHAIN* 


FOR VENETIAN BLINDS | 
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and 


Cut Service Calls 
with 


®Stap.isned 1914 
Trode Mork Reg. U.S Pot Of 


The extra cost is so small and 
the satisfaction to the user so 
great, that manufacturers, 
architects, decorators and 
dealers are constantly speci- 
fying BEAD CHAIN* on tilt- 
ing controls for Venetian 
Blinds. It is an important 
sales feature on any blind. 


Our distributors have new prices on 
BEAD CHAIN* and assemblies. 


DISTRIBUTORS: Brenmar Distributing Co., 1145 W. 25th Pl., 
Los Angeles; 1039 Harrison St., San Francisco; Fiwale Equipment 
Mfg. Co., Inc., 64 Reade St., New York City; 200 E. Illinois St., 
Chicago; 126 E. Pomona St., Philadelphia; Guarantee Specialty 
Mfg. Co., East 96th St., NYCRR, Cleveland; 43 Hubert St., 
New York City; 549 Washington St., Chicago; 724 Wyandotte 
St., Kansas City; Lorentzen Hardware Mfg. Co., 391 W. Broad- 
way, New York City; 2236 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, 2612 
Commerce St., Dallas; Unit Venetian Blind Supply Corp., 437 
Eleventh Ave., New York City; 2240 S. Union Ave., Chicago; 
703 McKinney Ave., Dallas; 1515 East 7th St., Los Angeles. 


THE BEAD CHAIN MANUFACTURING Co. 
*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 28 Mt. Grove St., Bridgeport, Conn. 








. for new 


Set sail for new sales ideas. . 
firsts and forecasts in your field. For 
four- to six-month scoops on stay-at- 


home competitors. In one single week 
—cover 25 of the world’s most impor- 
tant markets. 


At the Fall Fairs of 1939—August 27th 
to 3lst — some 6,000 firms from 25 
countries will exhibit their latest offer- 
ings—many of them first world show- 
ings. You will find your lines com- 
pletely covered; you will discover new 
trends and new vogues. These semi- 
annual, international Trade Fairs are a 
sure source of new profits—new ideas. 
That’s why some 150,000 business men 
and women from 72 countries will 
attend the Fall Fairs. Most of them 
are repeating former visits. 


Please write on your business or pro- 
fessional letterhead for Booklet No. 20; 
let us help you plan a trip for profits. 
Leipzig Trade Fair, Inc., 10 East 40th 
Street, New York. 


' WRITE FOR THIS BOOK 
FOR 700 YEARS THE WORLD’S MARKET PLACE 
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A pair of cream and _ gold 
hanging shelves 27” x 45” high 


The HAYDEN CO. begs to announce that they are 
sole manufacturers of reproductions of the mod- 
ern French furniture designed and displayed in the 
French Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair by 
the famous designer 


the 
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MONS. LUCIEN ROLLIN 


21 Rue des Verchamps, Varis. France 











~ 


personality to a 
room. A novelty 
feature for your 
clients’ 
tive art objects, 
or plants. 


The Cape Cod Window Whatnot 


has a wrought iron antique verdi green or special finish 
metal frame with plate glass or cathedral glass shelves in 
green, blue, red, or amber. Made to fit any size window 
and does not interfere with its operation. 


GARDEN CITY FLORA PRODUCTS 


he 
in ishing a 


to add a note of 





decora- 





Prices and literature upon request, 


Newtonville, Mass. 
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SPECIALIZING in imported French 
wallpapers and interiors, Elizabeth 
Wilsey and Eleanor Hemstreet have 
opened a studio at 515 Madison Av., 
> Ba 


New tenants in the Decorative Arts 
section of the Merchandise Mart are 
Greeff Fabrics, Inc., Witcombe, Me- 
Geachin & Co. and S. W. Heim & Co. 


SHowrooms at 251 Fifth Av., N. Y., 
have been opened by Arthur H. Pell 
for the display of crystal chandeliers 
and lighting fixtures. 


Tue pent house at 251 Fifth Av., 
N. Y., is now occupied by Emery 
specializing in pictures and 
prints. 


SHowrooms at 425 Fourth Av., N. Y., 
have been taken by the Cromwell 
Furn. Shops, Ine., where they are 
showing XVIII Century and Modern 
bedroom, living room and occasional 
furniture. 


New quarters at 307 E. 53rd St., 
N. Y., are occupied by Richard 
Wheelwright, specializing in French 
furniture. 


News of the A. I, D. 


A. Kimset & Son plans to hold an 
exhibition of old and new glass 
through the month of June. 


StanHorE CuHAse of Washington, 
D. C., announces the opening of a 
new branch of business, entirely sep- 
arate from his studio, known as Deco- 
rators Mart, 1637 19th St., N. W., 
Washington, D. C., where textiles of 
Dan Cooper, Inc., and wallpapers of 
Sigfrid Lonegren are available for the 
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18TH CENTURY FRENCH & ENGLISH BEDROOM FURNITURE 
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE * OCCASIONAL PIECES 
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FACTORY SHOWROOMS FACTORY 
222 East 46th St., N. Y. @ t enem BETHLEHEM, PA. 
VANDERBILT 6-0880 u/R NI/T U RE PHILA.: 2323 Chestnut St. 


























Some new additions to our line of imported 
French Porcelain Scent Bottles. 


LAMPS & ACCESSORIES 
ANTIQUES ° REPRODUCTIONS 


Constant additions to our exclusive line of imported 
lamps and accessories will provide the trade with the 
items so necessary for 18th century French and English 
interiors. Visit either of our New York showrooms or 
in Chicago during the Lamp show. 











French Lowe- SPECIAL ORDERS FOR CUSTOM The Carnot Commode and Che Corneille Mirror from 
— Bp mp MADE SHADES DESIGNED BY BETH THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY FRENCH COLLECTION 
wit /EISSMAN 
ead pees WEISSMAN AN EXHIBIT OF QUALITY FURNITURE 
e beth Weissman especially adapted to the needs of the 
IMPORTATIONS fine contract and decorative fields 
49 WEST 23rd ST. NEW YORK I TOMLINSON of HIGH PoInT 
222 E. 46th ST. NEW YORK f 385 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 
a Chicago during Show 1776 MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO 


12116 MERCHANDISE MART 
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‘“‘FINCREST FABRICS’’ by ERBUN 





“HYDRANGEA” 


One of the really smart fabrics from the Spring 
Line of “Fincrest Fabrics” 50” wide, sunfast, 
tubfast, Sanforized Shrunk . . . a_ beautiful 
fabric that offers endless possibilities for slip 
covers, draperies, bedspreads, etc. Available in 
Coral, Slate Blue, Cocoa, Royal Blue, Plum 
and Green. 


Sample swatches may be obtained by 
writing to our Sample Department 


ERBUN FABRICS CORP. 
19 EAST 21st STREET, NEW YORK 


LOS ANGELES, CAL.—1014 SANTEE ST. 
BOSTON, MASS.—420 BOYLSTON STREET 














Lieopetd Colombo & Bro. 
Lnporters and Makers of “Ture Furmbare 
238 EAST 44th STREET, NEW YORK 
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decorators of Maryland, Virginia an‘ 
the District of Columbia. 


Tue three A. I. D. members on the 
Panel of Hostesses for the N. Y. 
World’s Fair are: Misses Naney V. 
McClelland, Miriam Smyth, and Mrs. 
Francis H. Lenygon. 


News from the West Coast 


F’repa Davis and Isabel C. Lane are 
engaged in interior decorating at 8650 
Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, as Inter- 
iors, Ltd. 


Joun C. Nason, 442 Post St., San 
Francisco, wholesaling to the interior 
decorating trade, has been made sell- 
ing representative in the West Coast 
territory for John Guidotti, of Flor- 
ence, Ine., New York. 


THe interior decorating studio of 
Edith Lewis, formerly located at 2507 
Jones St., San Francisco, has been 
moved to 1391 Sutter St. 


Dorotoy Aronson has opened a 
studio at 1870 Jackson St., San Fran- 
cisco, where a specialty is being made 
of the closet type of work. 


AUBREY GLANG has moved his interior 
decorating studio from 2423 Polk St., 
San Francisco to 1393 Sutter St. 


Frep Henriques has opened an in- 
terior decorating establishment at 521 
Ramona, Palo Alto, Calif. 


AN art shop featuring antique furni- 
ture, Della Robbia ware, Venetian 
glass, Florentine leather goods for the 
decorative trade and California handi- 
craft has been opened by Nerli Bros. 
at 545 Pacific Ave., San Francisco. 


AN interior decorating and gift shop 
has been opened at 4th and Laurel 
Sts., San Diego, Calif., by Pearl Drake. 
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to make their 


Be sure 
display 


CARPETING 


sqa95 TU da COMPANY, INC. 


PER SQ. YARD 915 MADISON AVE. 


Make Pour how Yorke Meadguarlers 


in our cool, comfortable, Terraced Displayroom! 


V E cordially invite Interior Designers 


headquarters with us. 


to see our complete 
of distinctive floor 


coverings of every description. 


Here we will make you comfortable in our 
spacious, terraced displayroom. Our tele- 


phones and personnel are at your disposal. 


NEW YORK CITY 


WHOLESALE ENTRANCE ON 53rd ST 

















for a beautiful interior. 


See our complete display of portable mantels, 
fireplace equipment and occasional furniture of 
quality. 


fir terah ft 
PO 
MA 


50 WEST 17TH ST., N. Y. 








Swedish, French, 


Venetian antiques, 


priced. 





English and 
attractively 


ouis deste inc 





61 east 53rd st., 


new york 











JUNE, 


1939 


47 











For those of you who love fine things 
USE TWO PAPERS IN THE 


= ( JOUY a | 
BECKER, SMITH & PAGE, Inc. 


+ PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Paper Manufacturers 





SAME ROOM 














Pst! Time for 
Spring Cleaning, Mrs. Swanky ! 


IMPROV-A-TEX is the dry cleaning meth- 
od par excellence for soiled, disheveled, 
winter-weary furnishings. Our work will de- 
light your clients. And you'll be overjoyed 
with the liberal commission we pay you on 
every job. Call or write us today for the low- 
down on this ideal set-up. 


The IMPROV-A-TEX SERVICE, Inc. 


305 East 47th Street * New York, N.Y. 
Telephone Wickersham 2-4824 


_ Cleaners of Fine Upholstered Furniture, 
Draperies, Curtains, Carpets, Rugs 
and Lamp Shades 


Removing Storing _ Rehanging 
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Antiques in Modern Studies 
(Continued from page 27) 


Naples yellow walls form a fitting 
background. 

The mingling of the exquisite taste 
of the French artist of the past, with 
that of the artist of today, who has a 
horror of useless adornment and a flare 
for simplicity where it is most needed, 
namely, as a background for a beau- 
tiful work of art, has achieved in this 
Exhibit, a series of interiors which 
might well be the envy of the decora- 
tors, designers, and cabinet makers of 
the past. Their works, in this case, are 
doubtless set off to better advantage 
than they ever could have _ been 
amongst the elaborately designed silks 
and brocades of yesteryear, beautiful 
as these were. 

Since manufacturers are putting out 
more and mre fabries whose designs 
have been carefully studied to harmon- 
ize equally well with antique or mod- 
ern, there is ample choice for the deco- 
rator to establish relationship between 
draperies and period furniture, with- 
out entailing great cost. 


Entre Nous 

(Continued from page 34) 
nounced herself the things she was go- 
ing to execute on the pianoforte. Pres- 
ently she turned to the audience and 
drawled that she would play Bach’s 
Opus number 19. After about a minute 
of elaborate thumpings of the ivories 
she suddenly ceased, turned lazily to- 
ward the audience and remarked with 
considerable sang froid that she 
couldn’t remember the rest of it so 
she’d play Gershwin’s Concerto in F 
instead which she did with the utmost 
composure. 


The Story of a Dining Room 
(Continued from page 31) 
crowded quarters. The very wood 
they were to use, enormous chunks of 
raw ebony, each weighing hundreds of 
pounds, lying in the mud _ covered 
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Mantel 
Special 


A fine French Provincial 
portable mantel with the 
graceful bowed front and de- 
tail of the antique that Sloane 
faithfully copied. In painted 
wood, $47.50. This is one 
from Sloane’s wide collec- 
tion of mantels and fireplace 
equipment in types for every 
period room. Mantels, from 
$18. Andirons, from $5. 


wst Sloane 


Fifth Avenue at 47th - New York 


























PLASTIC HARDWARE 





CABINET BAR PULL #2525 


Above pull available in crystal 
or colored Lucite or Catalin. 
Also in solid metal. 

* 


Designers & Manufacturers 
of Builders & Cabinet Hardware 

















S45 FIFTH AVE. 





Clydon 








NEW YORK CITY 











Tel. Murray Hill 2—4218-9 














OCCASIONAL 


PIECES 


That Add Distinction 
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® Furniture with lasting satisfaction for 
your clientele. Choose from our exten- 
sive new line of 18th Century French 
and English—and Swedish Modern de- 
signs. 


Write for New Complete Catalog 


ZANGERLE & 
PETERSON CO. 


2164 Clybourn Ave. Chicago 
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Designed primarily for the decorative 
trade, this patented traverse track is ex- 
ceptionally smooth of operation, depend- 


able and trouble free. Write for infor- 
mation and descriptive circular on this 
and other items including a complete dis- 
play of cranes, tie-backs, holdbacks, rods, 
cornices, etc. 
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189 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK 
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courtyard looked more like discarded 
stumps, good only for firewood, than 
the raw material for the magnificent 
craftsmanship I had seen in the 
samples. 

However, in any case, it was too late 
then to withdraw and the work went 
on. The table caused the most trouble. 
Ebony, regardless of its age, will ex- 
pand or contract somewhat with the 
seasons. It is one of the signs of 
mastery of the craft to anticipate 
these changes and counteract them by 
introducing compensating strains. 

While four people spent four months 
finishing the table, others worked on 
the chairs. There were to be eight 
armchairs, just enough to fit comfort- 
ably around the five feet wide table. 
I had selected a typically Chinese 
base as a pattern that had not changed 
for centuries. It was to be two inches 
lower than usual, however, to allow for 
cushions, not customarily found on 
Chinese chairs. Back and arm rests, 
instead of being made absolutely 
straight, were slightly curved, thus 
making the chairs not only more 
graceful but infinitely more comfort- 
able. 

I am strongly biased in favor of the 
exclusive use of armchairs in a dining 
room but it was soon obvious that we 
had to find a way to accommodate the 
ten people that custom demands must 
be invited to a Chinese “feast”. Hence 
the four side chairs which, being some- 
what narrower than the armchairs, 
could be interspersed with six of the 
latter to seat the required number of 
guests. 

Next came the sideboards. The large 
one, 81% feet long, in the classic Chin- 
ese manner, was to be the principal 
piece of the whole ensemble. Some- 
time before I had chosen a little 
known proverb, whose sentiment ap- 
pealed to me, to be carved on the four 
drawers in lines of ten characters 
each. Here it is in translation: 
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WROUGHT IRON FURNITURE 


is the Decorator’s choice because 
ITS BEAUTY IS LASTING 


TWO MODELS FROM THE ROSELEAF 
GROUP which has proven so popular this 
year. Selected for ‘‘Electric House No. 18’’ 
of ‘“‘The Town of Tomorrow,’’ New York 
World’s ‘Fair. 





















To satisfy your client 
completely, sell her Salterini 
NEVA-RUST Wrought Iron Furniture. Homefurnishing stylists 
declare it to be the best designed collection available today. 
And this furniture is as LASTING as it is beautiful. The 
NEVA-RUST process, with a guarantee of six years, and the 
set-in-rubber Domes of Silence, preventing screechy sounds 
and unsightly scratches, are BOTH exclusive features. They 
make Salterini Furniture your obvious choice. 


Have you YOUR free copy of our new 32-page Catalog? 
JOHN B. SALTERINI CO. 


322 EAST 44th STREET NEW YORK 
* Trade Mark Reg. U.S. Patent Office. 
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Ricutek Feces 


RICHTER FURNITURE, beautiful itself, 
lends new beauty to the other furniture with which 
it is used! It combines charmingly with every period 
—including modern! 


. 
Reserve stock to meet Decorators’ immediate 
needs — or will build to order quickly. 
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New York Wall Paper Convention 
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“The goodness of a house does iit 
consist in its lofty walls but in its 
excluding the weather. 

“The usefulness of clothes does not 
consist in their costliness but in 
their warmth. 

“The value of food is not in its rarity, 
but in its satisfying the appetite. 
“The excellence of a wife consists not 
in her beauty but in her virtue.” 
With the help of my Chinese friends 
a famous calligraphist, Tung T’ou, 
was commissioned for a goodly sum 
to write the characters on paper. 
Frankly, personally I did not see the 
need for this but then Chinese ealli- 
graphy is an art of whose importance 
in the national culture few foreigners 
ean have more than a vague concep- 
tion. Yet even to my untrained eyes 
the result more than justified the added 
expense. So faithfully did the carver 
follow the original writing that even 
the tiny marks in Tung T’ao’s seal or 
“chop” were faithfully reproduced. 
How such photographic accuracy 
could be accomplished in wood as hard 
as iron is still a source of wonder to 
me, particularly as most of the carving 
was done with bamboo sticks, kept as 

keen as a knife’s edge. 

While some men did the cabinet 
work others carved the beautiful de- 
sign on the doors and along the upper 
edges of the various pieces. As usual 
with the Chinese the designs were 
chosen not only because of their deco- 
rative value but because of their sym- 
bolic significance. Thus to the Chinese 
the graceful symmetric design that 
adorns the top edge of the sideboards 
and table indicates the twining body 
of a dragon, the most honored animal 
in China, symbol of the Emperor, 
representative of perfection in wisdom 
and power. The peonies on the side- 
boards are symbols of riches and hap- 
piness, while the writing brushes are 
symbolic of the scholar and of 
wisdom. 
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Meanwhile other craftsmen were not 
idle. Samples had been submitted of 
the dragon heads that were to deco- 
rate the base of the table, at the same 
time protecting it against scratching 
by foreigners’ shoes. 

A famous rug maker in far-off 
Peking had loomed a ecireular rug, 
thirteen feet in diameter, that was to 
form a fitting background for the 
table. I had insisted on a design of 
simple concentric rings, much more 
difficult to make than the average 
geometric or floral design. The center 
is dark brown, almost black, the same 
color as the furniture, and forms strik- 
ing contrast to the shiny dragon heads 
of the table base. The next ring is 
the color of yellow gold, followed by 
an outer circle of dark brown. 

At the same time in Soochow an old- 
established silk maker had completed 
a piece of beautiful golden damask, 
matching the gold of the rug, that was 
to cover the chair cushions and form 
the material for the draperies. 

In Shanghai a silversmith was busy 
fashioning the sterling silver center- 
piece, weighing many pounds, that 
was to adorn the table. Carrying out 
the dragon motive six graceful dra- 
gons support a bowl of 12 inches in 
diameter. Rising above their heads 
and supported by them are removable 
candle holders that make the center- 
piece as useful and ornamental by 
night as it is by day. 

My most important discovery was 
yet to come, however. In a fine pri- 
vate collection, seldom opened _ to 
strangers, I saw a screen, twenty feet 
long and over nine feet high, that 
almost took my breath away. I knew 
I had to have it and—TI finally got it. 
It is of the Coromandel type and 
shows the customary incised lacquer 


technique. The designs are unusual. 


On a mural-like expanse is depicted 
a feast in the days of the Han 
Dynasty (most appropriate for a din- 
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books are now ready. Write immediately. 


S. KRAVET & SONS, INC. 


36 EAST 21st STREET NEW YORK 

















IF YOU NEED BOOKS ON ANY 
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ing room). Gorgeously plumage. 
birds and writhing dragons form the 
borders. Both the main picture an: 
the borders are executed in many sof! 
colors. But the crowning glory of the 
screen is its background. Beautiful 
leaf gold, mellowed by its two hundred 
years of age; not the drab black cus- 
tomarily associated with this type of 
sereen. The back of the screen too is 
out of the ordinary: a colossal Buddha 
surrounded by disciples and mytho- 
logical animals, while interesting and 
amusing, give no hint of the sheer 
beauty of the other side. 

Eighteen months had passed. The 
boys in the cabinet maker’s shop had 
just applied the tenth successive coat 
of clear Chinese varnish and had 
rubbed all the pieces to a satiny glow. 
The dining room was ready—a sym- 
phony in black and gold. Was it worth 
the time, effort and money? Let the 
pictures, imperfect as they are, be 
the answer. 









SPECIAL NOTICES 


INTERIOR DECORATORS WANTED-—S. P. 

Brown Co., operators of floor covering and 
drapery departments in department stores in 

id-Western cities, require young men with 
thorough knowledge of drapery and floor cov- 
erings, commercial interior decorating. Nominal 
starting salary, excellent opportunity. Give de- 
tailed past experience, age, minimum salary ex- 
pected. Address S. P. BROWN CO., 432 
Fourth Ave., New York. 


REPRESENTATIVES to handle the Cape 

Cod Window What-Not. See our advertise- 
ment on page 44. Garden City Flora Products, 
Newtonville, Mass. 





DRAPERY SALESMAN—One of the better- 

known salesmen travelling the middle-west 
seeks connection with one of the better houses 
of the country. Excellent reputation and ex- 
perience. Address “154”, care of INTERIOR 
DECORATOR. 


EXPERIENCED SALESMEN WANTED— 

to carry a complete line of upholstery and 
drapery fabrics for an established New York 
jobber—covering New England, Mid-west and 
South. Submit references and experience. Ad- 
dress “155”, care of INTERIOR DEC- 
ORATOR. 


YOUNG MAN DECORATOR—age 34, head 
of successful business in small city wishes to 
change to more responsible position in city of 
major size. Fourteen years’ experience, also 
with Philadelphia and New York houses. Ex- 
cellent taste and sales ability, cultured back- 
ground. oheteere submitted. Address 
“156”, care of INTERIOR DECORATOR. 
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HAND-MADE RUGS FROM ENGLAND, SPAIN, SOUTH AMERICA - AUBUSSONS 
AND SAVONNERIES FROM FRANCE - HOOKTUFTED RUGS - MACHINE KNOTTED 
RUGS - CHENILLES - BROADLOOMS - LINOLEUMS - CORK AND RUBBER TILE 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 10 to 6— CLOSED SUNDAY 
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